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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


eoul that sins it shall die. The above 
distinction must be taken into consid- 
eration. 

E. L. YODEB.-1I believe It Is; 2 
No ; 3 No ; 4 No. 

t believe In the Immortality of toe 
Bout aa against the doctrine of soul- 
aleeping. I don't believe that such a 
question should be made an occasion 
of division, as faith in a tjueetion of 
this kind is not essential to salvation. 
X tee no good result from agitating audi 
questions j better teach what we know 
and understand and what Is essential 
to salvation. I believe that ministers 
make a hobby or such questions are 
not fit to preach, or In other words 
destroy their own usefulness. The 
Gospel abundantly teaohes us bow to 
live, and assures us that If we live 
right God will care for us after we are 
dead. 

B. H. FLORA .-1 Yes; 2 Yes; 8 
Don't understand tlie question ; 4 Not 
decided. 

I believe verr strong in the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, but I do not under- 
stand the purpose of this statement. 
It seems to me that If we deny the 
Immortality of the Soul that we do 
not believe God's Word. 

E. SH0WA17.rER.-I I do not; 2 
No ; S No ; 4 No. 

We are aware that the above is a 
speculative theory end a hobbv wKh a 
few, and while that few are fanantlcal, 
on that special subject, they put little 
stress on the duties we owe to our God 
and to each other, or to our fellowmen. 
At least this has been our observation 
when we have met them. There are 
some auch here, hut not In the Breth- 
ren church, and they are too self- 
righteous, to be exemplary Christians, 
condemning all hut themselves. The 
above refers to a strange inspiration 
that just a Tew people get, and when 
they do get it they want to be heard 
on that particular subject. We be- 
lieve in taking the Gospel for our 
guide, and living up to Its teachings. 
But the people here who make a hobby 
of the Immortali U of the Soul, treat 
our Savior end some portions of the 
Scriptures in what we look at as 
being almost; blasphemous. If the 
above subject shall be forced into our 
church paper, yuu'wlll see by the in- 
troduction and support of a new paper, 
what an effect It will bave and bow 
many view that us a doctrinal point in 
the Brethren church ? 

A. D. GNAGEY.— 1 The Brethren 
church has not defined Its position on 
this question ; 2 No, but I preach it in 
the name of God , 5 Salvation is not 
conditioned on a man's belief in heav- 
en or hell but doing what Christ 
commanded ; 4 Not a test of fellowship 
but a minister should be considered 
not othodoi who preaches that the 
Soul is not Immortal . 

It is evident you wanted short an- 
ewers from the space you give for the 
answers. I do not know what your 
belief is in regard to the Immortality 
of tbe Soul, but permit me a few words. 

Some of our ministers, it seems to 
me are 'going wild.' Why trouble 
and worry and 'fuss' about that which 
has nothing to do with our salvation ? 
The business of the preacher le to pro- 
claim tbe Gospel, the Gospel that finds 
the best man a sinner and offers salva- 
tion to the worst of sinners, to speak 
of human sin, of pain and woe and 
want, of Christ's precious blood and 
its power to cleanse from all tin,— to 
save from the guilt and power of sin 
and its consequences. What more ? 
Nothing but declare in Gospel terms 
(not man's) the consequences of reject- 
ing the saving truths of God. Tbe 
wicked shall be turned into bell with 
all tlte nations that forget God, 'These 
•hall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment.' 'They that bave Jdone evil to 
tbe resurrection of condemnation,' 
etc., etc. What of Abraham and the 
rich man? If the Soul Is not Im- 
mortal tbeu it is mortal ; and if mortal 
death la tbe end of tbe Soul out of 
Christ. What did Christ mean when 
be said, 'the hour is coming in which 
ail that are In their graves shall hear 
nis voice'— all means good and evil. 
Then the winked must at least live till 
tbe resurrection, etc., but you want no 
sermon on this subject. I have given 
only a hint, and at times I have wish- 
ed for an opportunity to demolish the 
arguments or tbe opposition. I do not 
blame you for trying to get tbe opinion 
of our miniate re on this question. I 
would do the same thing were I in 
your position, 

Wm.W. SUMMERS.— lido not; 2 
I do not ; 3 I do not ; 4 1 will not. 

I bave my views on these subjects, 
bnt as for making them a teat of fellow- 
ship 1 am decidedly opposed and If their 
wen more evangelical preaching and 
teas contending over those points of 
difference It would be better for peo- 
ple and press and the general brother. 


J. H. 8WIHART.-1 1 do not; 8 1 
do not ; 8 Not aa a condition nor any- 
thing else 1 4 Not by any means. 

ISAAC LEEOY,— 1 1 do not so un- 
derstand our creed ; 2 Never, no, 
never ; 8 It teaches that we shall seek 
for Immortality ; 4 I would not con- 
scientiously do that. 

Immortality of tbe Soul implies that 
quality of never ceasing to live or exist ; 
exemption from death and annihila- 
tion, and Is equivalent to saying that 
every body naturally ponseaeee eternal 
life. If so Jesus came in vain to give 
eternal life, or to restore the Christ- 
likeness lost in Eden in consequence of 
sin. All who accept Christ aa their 
Savior, and who are born of .God (who 
only hath Immortality,) are made par- 
takers of the divine nature end the 
recipients of the Christ- likeness lost by 
Adam's transgression. Tbe only 
claims we have on Immortality is 
who is our life, living in us, for 'he 
that hath the Son bath life; (Immor- 
tality) he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not life (Immortality). Thus we 
are wholly dependent upon God for the 
life beyond as we are for our natural 
life, For It is written that tbe soul 
t hat si nn e t h i t shall en rel y die. Who 
ever heard of an Immortal Soul dying 
or being destroyed. Ministers fre- 
quently talk of saving Immortal Souls. 
God bless you good brother. Tbe Im- 
mortal Soul Is saved eternally. 

H. WISE.— 1 1 never knew any- 
thing to the contrary ; 2 1 understand 
it is a doctrine In our creed— the New 
Testament ; 3 1 maintain that the con- 
ditions of salvation are faith In Christ 
and obedience to the gospel whether 
the Soul be Mortal or immortal. 

I am in favor or making faith In 
Christ and obedience to the gospel a 
test of fellowship, and of stopping the 
publishing articles on such subjects as 
are only calculated to engender strife. 
Keep the paper free from such articles 
and it will be equally as well for the 
writer and better for the church and 
souls at large. 

HENRY S. JACOBS.-! 1 do ; as the 
doctrine of the church Is tbe Bible ; % 
Yes; 3 Nay, I do not so understand it ; 
4 NoSlr; /trill not. 

I am persuaded la my own mind that 
the greater part of difference of opin- 
ion among us is due to the equivocal 
use of the term. When I use the term, 
soul, I mean the spiritual, inner or 
real being Inhabiting the tabernacle, 
thejbody, and as such, I believe It to 
be Immortal. Christ speaks of soul 
and body. Paul speaks of body, soul and 
spirit, but I understand him to refer to 
the same thing only differing in faculty, 
the Soul tbe inferior, the Spirit tbe 
superior faculty by which we are en- 
able to think of or prefer tbe future, 
etc. Idonot know what is before us, 
but I do hope that because some breth- 
ren do not believe the Soul is Immor. 
till, taking a different view or the 
meaning of the term, that there will be 
any so bigoted as to want to make 
that a test of fellowship or qu alloca- 
tion of the ministry. Hoping for tbe 
better. 

W.J.H. BAUMAN.-INo; 2 No; 
3 No; 4 No. 

Dear Bro : I am sorry that the so- 
called sou I. steeping question la agitat- 
ed among our brethren in tbe spirit 
that some manifest. I bays my con- 
victions on tbe Bifbject, but as long aa 
nil' parlies believe in a literal reeurrec. 
tiouofthe dead, 1 see no essential 
issue involved. I preach that Christ's 
resurrection was tbe completion oC his 
atonement, or was needed to make the 
atonement complete. I also preach 
that apostolic hope centers in the doc- 
trine of the resurrection. I care little 
whether we are conscious or not In tbe 
meantime. In my judgement It is a 
waste of time to argue that question. 
O for more downright practical re- 
ligion. I fear that modern Chris- 
tendom lacks In primitive love. We 
are too worldly and'ln consequence are 
satUfled with tbe mere theoretic. 
Would it not be good to have another 
convention and argue on some doc- 
trinal outlines? If brethren were not 
so sensitive there would not be any 
trouble as it Is, We should forbear 
though we may not always endorse. 

Z.T. LIVEN GOOD.-l No; 8 No. 
If I preach it I preach It in tbe name 
of Chriet ; 3 No ; 4 No, most emphatic- 
ally. 

Why these questions? Something 
must be brewing. If a man believes 
that the Soul sleeps until the resurrec- 
tion all right to me. If he believes 
'that the wages of sin is death' all 
right. Let me know why this sheet. 

E. L. HILDEBRAND.-lNo: £ 
No; 4 No, No. 

The third question is one I cannot 

answer definitely now because I am 

not fully decided In my own mind aa to 

tbe sool and its properties. At present 
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Eld. Bub. or Answers the Ques- 
* tlons. 


A WORD OF WARNING. 

1. I understand that the im- 
mortality of tbe tool is a doctrine 
of the New Testament. Wee 
believed in by the apostles and 
has beon the faith ot the greater 
portion ot tbe Christian world 
from that day until tbe present. 
That nineteen twentieths ot t lie 
membership of tbe Brethren 
church hold to that view and 
therefore that doctrine ie the 
doctrine of the eburoh. In com 
munitiee where eoul-sleepere 
have attacted oar people on that 
subject I have been more than 
once requested to reply which I 
did with tbe sanction arid sup- 
port of the local congregation. 

2. No, not quite that way. I 
preach that tbe immortality of 
the eoul is a doctrine of the 
gospel and preacb it in tbe name 
of Christ, with the full knowl- 
edge and conviction that the 
Brethren church se a body -auc- 
tions and encourages my work. 

8. I do not, as it is only an 
Apostolic belie! as to tbe perpe- 
tuation of tbe soul's existence, us 
a matter of abstract faith, em- 
bodies no practical element ot 
conduct and is not commanded 
as s fact of service or duty. I 
see nothing in the subject to 
make it a condition of salvation 
to the man whose life is yodly in 
all vital and essential respects. 

4, I am not and I do not. 
These are occasionally good men 
in the ministry of different 
churches who do not believe in 
the immortality of tbe soul, but 
they hold to tbe mortality theory 
of the Sadncees as r private be 
lief and do not intrude it upon 
tbe public as an element of es- 
sential Bible faith. These men 
are respected and admired iu 
their work for Christ. There 
are some men however who can- 
not hold to the view without 
advocating it at all inopportune 
times and upon all occasions. 
They become fanatical on tbe 
subject and advocate it to tbe 
extent of making it a denomina- 
tional issue, and a condition of 
Christian fellowship. Thus we 
have distinct denominations built 
upon this one abstract theory 
that the eoul dies or sleeps from 
the dissolution of the body till 
the resurrection, on the principle 
that bride of a feather flock to- 
gether. Where the advocacy of 
soul-aleeperism becomes a mania 
with a man he invariably ham- 
mers away at it until be looses 
his influence . among his own 
people and naturally drifts into 
apostacy or a church of bis kind 
of faitb. We bave had aome 
men among ub who hold to that 
belief. We have respected their 
feelings because we said, 'there 
ie nothing in it essentia) to 
salvation one way or the other. 
If it makes them bappy it don't 
hurt us and what is the use to 
bother about it. If they live 
right and we live right all will 
be 'saved regardless ot how we 
may theorize on abstract ques- 
tions of tbie kind. But if that 
class desire to make it an issue 
among us and a condition of 
fellowship and its public and 
perpetual advocacy as one of the 
bassic elements ol the gospel and 
tbe Brethren church then 1 sup- 
pose the church will be able to 
meet the issue fairly and satis- 
factorially. 
- Bro. Oarber's questions are 
pot so as to mislead, whether 
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FROM THE FIELD. 

Rockingham Co., Virginia. 
After three years of busy Pas- 
I oral work in tbe Brethren 
Church of Blair and Bedford 
countiesin central Pennsylvania 
which closed last March, in order 
to respond to a 'Macedonian cry' 
from Virginia 'to come over and 
help us.' I however did not like 
the idea of leaving my family 
and many warm friende behind 
in order to gratify these people 
here, but chose literally to inter- 
pret the 8aviour's words, Mat. 
19 : 29 'And every one that bath 
forsaken booses, or brethren, or 
sister, or lather, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands for my 
name's sake, shall receive an 
hundred fold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life.' This is a re- 
ward well worthy working for, 
heuce on tbe third dsy of the 
present mouth I boarded tbe train 
at Roaring Springs, bound lor the 
Old Dominion. I reached Ilar- 
risburg the capitol of the old 
Keystone State, tbe place where 
bor young 'bloods' manufactured 
lawe for her, tour million two 
hundred and eighty two thous- 
and, eight hundred and ninety 
one of a population. From there 
I took tbe Shenandoah Valley 
road through as fine a country as 
you can dud atiywhere upon the 
face of God's earth. Iu due 
time the conductor of tbe train 
sang out Port Republic a statiou 
in Rockingham county, Va. I 
gathered my satchel and umbrel- 
la and stepped oft the cars and 
discovered that I was a stranger 
in a strange land. But the 
darkest cloud mav have a silver 
lining. I wanted to take the 
brethren by surprise, so I did not 
let them know I was coming, 
bnt just like Abraham ol Bible 
fame when he was ready to sac- 
rifice his sou, in a thicket near 
by fastened by the hortiB was a 
more suitable sacridce. So just 
as I was ready to Btart from the 
station on foot tor a walk of three 
miles, u gentleman came driving 
along with horse and wagon and 
just loaded up my baggage* and 
conveyed me to the hospitable 
home of brother and aieter Chaa. 
Van Lear and from my study 
window in full view lives 
John 0. JEngelhage one of our 
worthy Deaconsotthe Rocking- 
ham church. 

It seems but a short time since 
I came here and jtill almost one- 
twelvth part ol tbe year is the 
poet, reminding us that time is 
carrying ne relentlessly forward 
and soon, very soon, we shall be 
numbered among thpse who are 
sleeping iu the silent city of the 
dead, I accepted the charge of 
the Rockingham church tor one 
year, but my held is too large to 
do effective work. Tbe German 
BaptistB have ten preachers lam 
informed, to work the same 
field I do, with the same amount 
ot preaching. We held our com- 
munion on tbe evening of tbe 
13th. I commenced my pre- 
paratory services a few evenings 
previous to the communion and 
continued over the next Lord's 
Day with one addition. We had 
a very impressive and interesting 
communion. The largest num- 
ber ot communicants I ever saw 
commune together of the Breth- 
ren at one time, and every avail- 
able space was literally packed 
with standing spectators, some 
turned away and went home be- 
cause there was no room. But 
these people certainly deserve 
credit for their excellent order, 


through two hours and a half of 
service, and may the good Lord 
abundantly bless them for their 
pious regard of the observance 
of the ordinances of the Lord's 
house a*nd may they be finally 
led into the narrow paths ol vir- 
tue and peace is my prayer. I 
came here with the intention of 
staying one year. My family are 
in Pennsylvania. I shall not 
make any more rash promises, 
because I should cot be sur- 
prised <f some fine morning dur- 
ing this sjirnmer I should awaken 
to find myself again in tbe 
vicinity of home. 

Jno. O. Snider. 


OUR CHURCH. 


Bro. J, II. Swibart ia now at 
North Manchester, Ind. 

Bro. Bashor's meetings are 
now in progress at Dayton. 

We send greeting to Bro. Kil- 
hefner at Pleasant Hill, 

The Brethren in Philadelphia 
will booh remove into their new 
chapel. 

The brethren stCerleton, Neb., 
expect to dedicate their new 
church early in June. 

Bro. I. D. Bowman has been 
engaged to hold a meeting at 
Louisville, Ohio, about the mid- 
dle of May. 

From an obituary just received 
from Bro. P. J. Brown, we learn 
thst Bro. Abraham llerehey has 
passed to the shore beyond. He 
departs this lite full ot years aud 
honor. 

Communion notice. — Please 
announce to the brethren and 
sisters that there will be a com- 
munion service held at the Mt. 
Zion church on Saturday even- 
ing. May 18th, 1889. The usual 
invitation is extended to all the 
sister congregations. — J. Allen 
Miller, Pastor, tilentord, 0. 

Communion notice. — Saturday 
eveuing, May 4th, the brethren 
will hold their communion at 
Linkvilie, Marshal Co., Ind. 
We exteud a cordial invitation to 
our hrethren*and sisters who 
wish to be with us. Services to 
begin at 6 p. ro. Place of meet- 
ing one mile from Harris Station, 
(By order of the church.) 

There will be communion ser- 
vice beid iu the Bunker Hill 
churcb, Miami Co., Ind., Monday 
evening, May 13, 1889. A hearty 
invitation is extended to all who 
can meet with ub at that time. 
Place of meeting two miles cast 
ot Bunker Hill. Those coming 
in nn the east can stop off' at 
Loree, only a few rods from the 
church. — Wro. W. Summers, 
pastor. 

Bro. Daniel Crotford writes: 
If we were to go more into the 
cities, I believe we would be 
more successful. I know that 
here we are just as successful as 
are our brethren in the rural dis- 
tricts. With Bro. J. B. Rittgera 
as our pastor, I have no fears tor 
the future. He ie an earnest, 
Christian worker and already be 
is meeting with some success. 
Last Wednesday night he bap- 
tized four, among whom was his 
wife. Our communion will be 
on the 12th of May, to which the 
brethren of adjoining congrega- 
tions are invited. 

Yesterday evening Bro. S. H. 
Baehor preached his fifth sermon - 
in the Christian churcb, West * 
Dayton. His subject was 'Regen- 
eration.' The congregations are 
large and the meetings are grow- 
ing in interest. The Christian 
people occupy their church reg- 
ularly every Sunday morning 
and evening and Tuesday even- 
ing. It was announced yesterday 
evening that tbey would drop tbe 
Tuesday evening prayer meeting 
in the church for the present, 
and that our meetings could he 
continued indefinitely, we occu- 
pying the churcb Sunday after- 
noon and every evening daring 
(Concluded on last page.) 
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